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WHAT:  Rhythmically Speaking 10/2018 
WHO:             Choreographers Gabriel Anderson & Laura Selle-Virtucio, Leila Awadallah, Melissa  
  Clark, Brandi Coleman (Dallas, TX), Karla Grotting, Jolene Konkel, Erinn Liebhard 
  and Emma Marlar 
WHEN:        August 16-18, 2018 at 7:30 pm and August 18 at 2:00pm 
WHERE:         The Southern Theater, 1420 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55454 
TICKETS:       Purchase info at rhythmicallyspeakingdance.org   
CONTACT:   Erinn Liebhard at info@rhythmicallyspeakingdance.org or 612-419-5549 
MEDIA:   rhythmicallyspeakingdance.org/press  
 
 
Minneapolis – Rhythmically Speaking 10/2018, running August 16-18 at The Southern Theater, marks 
10 years of RS supporting and presenting original works by local and national artists inspired by 
American vernacular dance. The choreographers featured on this tenth installment of the RS annual 
show are local artists Gabriel Anderson & Laura Selle-Virtucio, Leila Awadallah, Melissa Clark, Karla 
Grotting, Jolene Konkel and Emma Marlar, and RS Artistic Director Erinn Liebhard will also be 
presenting a new work. The show will also spotlight work by Brandi Coleman, a Dallas, Texas-based 
choreographer. More information on this year’s artists can be found at 
rhythmicallyspeakingdance.org/rs-102018/. 
 
Over the past ten years, RS has supported and presented new work driven by a wide array of American 
vernacular dance ideas, from classic jazz to rhythm tap to contemporary urban approaches and many 
perspectives between. We are proud to be a leading local and national voice in the conversation 
exploring and defining “American vernacular dance.” Rooted in the uniquely human behaviors of 
social interaction, rhythmic exploration and appreciation of groove, staged work in these forms is 
uniquely positioned to explore these shared human experiences. This year’s choreographers, through 
their own unique perspectives, carry on the organization’s ten year tradition of exploring the subtleties 
of the human condition through dance informed by American vernacular ideas. The show will be tied 
together with reflective video vignettes celebrating 10 years of RS. 
 
Dedicated to supporting practitioners, educating audiences and celebrating rich history while nurturing 
innovation through performance, Rhythmically Speaking has been touted by Dance Magazine as 
“revitalizing jazz dance in the Twin Cities area,” and is proud to have presented 83 original and 
remounted works and engaged 350+ artists and thousands of audience members since it’s founding in 
2008. The Rhythmically Speaking annual production has become a highly anticipated staple of the 
Twin Cities dance scene, bringing the community a taste of the best local and national choreographers 
working with American vernacular dance ideas. RS is excited to return for the sixth time to The 
Southern, a historic Minneapolis theater that first opened its doors in 1910. Though it’s had many uses, 
today The Southern remains a performing arts venue, this year presenting via their signature ARTshare 
membership initiative more than 25 artists/ companies.  
 

Rhythmically Speaking 10/2018 runs August 16-18, 2018 at the Southern Theater in Minneapolis 
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